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Syrian Arabic belongs to one of the most researched Arabic dialects. It may therefore surprise us 

that we know relatively little about the dynamics of clause combining in this dialect.  

Research within the present project and its forerunner has brought into focus the function of 

switching between verb forms, here labelled „gram switching‟,  as a device for marking 

hierarchical relationships in clause combining (Persson forthcoming; Isaksson, Kammensjö, and 

Persson 2009; Isaksson 2011, forthcoming 2012). The surveys have established that a switch 

from one verb form to another is an alternative to conjunctions signalling subordination. Gram 

switching is used as a device for marking non-main clause junctures, parallel to the use of more 

traditionally recognized extra-verbal marking. 

Simultaneously, the studies have highlighted the frequent use of asyndetic clause combining in 

this and other Arabic dialects. Fischer (2002, 153, 161) proposed that asyndetic coordination of 

verbs of equal status is a characteristic trait of Arabic dialects that differentiate the dialects from 

Classical Arabic. According to his observations, asyndetic verb coordination is the norm, the 

unmarked case in Arabic dialects. Using a coordinating particle or conjunction produces a 

marked case. However, not only equal sentence parts are found to be joined asyndetically. 

Asyndesis is also common in junctures between main clauses and non-main clauses. With neither 

gram switching nor a subjunction/conjunction to mark the relationship between the clauses, there 

is plenty of room for ambiguity in interpreting the clauses‟ status relative to one another and, in 

the case of non-main clauses, defining the type of non-main clause juncture at hand. 

The present paper builds on a study on circumstantial clause combining in the Syrian Arabic texts 

published in (Bloch and Grotzfeld 1964). The paper supplies an overview of the kinds of gram 

switches that are found in the surveyed data and a discussion on what types of non-main clause 

junctures are encoded in this way. The paper also discusses asyndetic clause/verb linking without 

gram switching and the kinds of ambiguity that this may lead to. Finally, the asyndetic clause 

junctures are compared to syndetic clause junctures with similar or identical function. This leads 

up to a discussion on what factors may be involved when a speaker choses to encode a non-main 

clause juncture syndetically or asyndetically. 
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